Read the text quickly and answer the true/false questions. Then check your answers with the text.

Opposites attract, but shared values keep us together 

Falling in love is a bit like being a tourist: a time for pure pleasure, focusing on the welcoming locals rather than the rubbish in the backstreets. There are so many bonkers chemicals flying around, so much hope, expectations and lust, that it can be hard to catch glimpses of the stripped-down reality of five years hence.


But as a relationship agony aunt, I have learned that reading the signals from a prospective partner can be even harder if you come from different cultures – particularly if they look glam. And while it is romantic and stimulating to take the short-cut into someone else’s culture that only a love affair can offer, the truth is that, long term, it can mean hard work. Relationships thrive on similarity, not difference.


“Think of each partner as a disco ball with lots of little mirrors,” says Adrienne Burgess, author of Will he still love me tomorrow? which analyses relationship data.


She says: “For a relationship to work, quite a lot of your mirrors have to be similar but especially in terms of values and experience. Opposites attract but they don’t stay together as long.”


Burgess’s research rates shared values and experience as two of the most important factors in a successful relationship; much more so than shared interests. It’s a cliché that meeting “the one” feels like “coming home” but that is what most people are looking for: a person we can finally relax alongside; who understands what we mean and what we want and who we are. That comes from familiarity and shared assumptions.


“All of us are born into families and communities with their own belief systems, and where two different sets meet, there is always the potential for a rub,” says Denise Knowles, a relate counsellor. “Ideally, what you get is compromise, a rich cross-pollination, but it can turn into a major source of conflict, especially when children come into the picture.”


This does not mean that cross-cultural relationships are never made in heaven. It is possible to have grown up in a family of a similar size with a similar feeling and values even if it was halfway across of the world, or within a different race or creed.


“I know a very successful mixed-race couple whose backgrounds, on the surface, look so different,” say Burgess. “But both families had a similar sort of feeling – warm and happy – with a similar number of children and similar aspirations. The couple emphasise these similarities. They are very close.”

The text maintains the following.

True / False:

1. ______ 
All tourists fall in love.

2. ______ 
The writer is a suffering aunt.

3. ______ 
It is easy to learn about a foreign culture through a love 

affair.

4. ______  
A relationship is more likely to be stable if the partners are 

similar.

5. ______ 
Lovers should use similar mirrors for the relationship to last.

6. ______
Shared interests are likely to lead to a lasting relationship.

7. ______ 
People should marry somebody who is brought up in their 

neighbourhood.

8. ______ 
Relationships become more difficult after the children are 




born.

9. ______ 
People should not marry somebody from a different culture.

10. ______
Similar families can be found all over the world.

