The Festival Season

No doubt you have been to one or more of the festivals held the first weekend in August in Iceland, but have you ever been to a music festival in Britain? To Glastonbury, Isle of Wight, Reading, Wickerman, or others? 

Which is the biggest, oldest, weirdest or wettest?

1. The highest attendance was _____________ 1970. Jimi Hendrix, the Doors, Joan Baez and Joni Mitchell played to a crowd of 500,000 people. Mungo Jerry were also billed to play but sadly decided not to.

2. The longest-running UK festival is _______________, which can trace its roots back to 1961, when it was formed as the National Jazz and Blues Festival. It was initially held at Richmond Athletic Association but has since expanded to other sites nearby.

3. The biggest UK festival is ______________; its site swallows up 700 acres in the Somerset valleys. The newly constructed perimeter fence is eight and a half miles in circumference and it takes around an hour to walk from north to south.

4. In 1998 _________________ witnessed the UK’s wettest June on record. Mud-splattered festival-goers were treated to sets by Manic Street Preachers, Al Green and Lonnie Donegan.

5. The UK’s weirdest festival? That’ll be the ____________________, which is sited on 120 acres of isolated farmland, near Dundrennan, Galloway, in July. For £45, punters were last summer entertained by the Stranglers, Alabama 3, the Crazy World of Arthur Brown and the burning of a huge wicker man (minus Christopher Lee).

