Read the following article and, as you read, underline the difficulties of inter-cultural marriages mentioned.

The worst thing a couple can do is say “We’re in love, there aren’t any differences between us”
For Gita Sharma Bourne and her husband Ian, the secret to making an inter-cultural marriage work has been to confront the issues head on and never ignore the big differences in their upbringings.

2. 
“From the start, we never tried to brush under the carpet the gulf between Gita’s background and mine,” says Ian. “Gita grew up in the UK but her family are Hindus from the Punjab who came here in the 1960s. Their ideas are pretty strict and in lots of ways they’re very different from my family, who are Catholics.

3. 
Gita, 36, and Ian, 40, met at a party. “It was quite unusual for me to have the chance to go to a party like that,” says Gita. “But I’d gone to college and broken out a bit from the world of my family.”

4. 
Gita’s parents had expected her to have an arranged marriage, so she was aware they would be shocked to hear of her intentions. “We know it was something we’d need to be very sensitive about and we were very careful in the way we handled it,” she says.

5. 
The couple, who live in London, followed the Indian tradition of Ian and his mother visiting Gita’s parents for tea to ask for her hand The Sharmas then visited Ian’s family in a reciprocal gesture. “It was all very tense, because my family just didn’t know what to expect,” says Ian. “But it went well, and that was what mattered. Gita’s parents had this idea that Westerners didn’t share their ideas on the value of the family. We were aware of the need to let them know our ideas were very similar and that families were important to us, too.”

6. 
Today, they say, everyone is happy: Gita’s parents are fully involved with their family and spend a lot of time with their grandchildren Natasha, nine, and Joshua, seven, and three-year-old Angelina. Ian’s mother has found that she enjoys Indian food so much that she takes her friends to a Punjabi restaurant in Southall for their get-togethers.

7. 
Another important factor in the marriage, according to Gita, is to keep both cultures alive within their own family. I feel very strongly about introducing my children to Indian culture,” she says. “They have Indian clothes and we eat Indian food – we even watch Bollywood films. In the future, when Angelina is a bit older we’d like to go to India and spend some time there.”

8.
One of the potential sticking-points was the children’s education. Ian goes to church alone with the children, although Gita always gets involved at important moments such as first communions and at Christmas. “We also have Diwali,” says Ian. “We see it as enrichment in our family life. Gita takes the children to her parents’ house for Hindu family events.”

9. 
Heather Al-Yousuf, a British-born Anglican married to a Muslim from the Middle East, runs a Muslim-Christian marriage support group to help couples in marriages like her own. “Not every religion is tolerant to the same degree to the views of others, which can make life difficult for couples to live with a foot in both camps,” she says.

10. 
Islam, for example, can demand more of its followers than is sometimes understood by a secular westerner: a total overhaul of what’s important in all areas of life, from what you eat and drink to whether to circumcise your son. Also, marriages in general work better when both partners have to make a compromise rather than when half of the couple is being required to make all the changes.

11.
Probably the worst possible scenario, she says, is the couple that says:”We’re in love, there aren’t any differences between us.” In every inter-cultural marriage there is always a lot of negotiating to be done. Another difficulty, she says is working out your attitudes to your partner’s culture without seeming to be dominated by them. “Take alcohol, for example. My family drink and I’ve enjoyed dinking in the past, but it would be difficult to be married to my husband and to drink – in the Muslim culture, my husband’s culture, drinking alcohol is beyond the pale. I don’t drink, because of my marriage, but it’s taken me ages to feel comfortable with the reason I don’t.”

12.
The initial hurdle in many inter-cultural marriages is also one of the most important: how to organise a wedding ceremony or ceremonies to suit everyone involved. Gita and Ian Bourne had two wedding ceremonies. “We invited Gita’s family to a church wedding which was a very big deal – many of them had never been in a church in their lives,” says Ian.

13. 
“And then we had a Hindu wedding afterwards, which my family was intrigued about. The important thing, as far as we were concerned, was to make clear that in getting married we weren’t dismissing our different cultures. And that’s been our attitude ever since.”

1. Write down all the words and phrases you can think of related to marriage: wedding, bride … How many did you get? 10? 20?

2. Now underline the advice that is given to counteract the difficulties that are mentioned.

3. Do you agree with the opinions given in the article? Support your ideas and refute the others.

