Best of Times - Worst of Times
True / False

a. Lind Davies is a banker in the City. _____F

b. She had a pleasant, happy childhood. ___F

c. Her father was a miner in Wales. ____F

d. She lived in a small village, but the neighbouring villages were even smaller. _____ F

e. The most interesting feature of her village was the railway line. ____ T

f. Her favourite train was the Oxford train. ____ F

g. Her local comprehensive wasn’t very encouraging. _____ T

h. Most of the students wanted to go to Oxford or Cambridge. ____ F

i. When she realised that her teachers didn’t believe in her, she broke down.  _____F

j. She was often severely beaten at school. ____ F

k. She was skinny but physically strong. ____ T

l. She had to sell her horses so that she could study for university. ____ T

m. She was late for her interview at Oxford University. _____ T

n. Her father went with her for the interview. _____F

o. She found Oxford uglier that her home village. ____ F

p. She was accepted at Oxford _____ T

3.
What made her different from the other students at school? (Name four things.) She was a swot - her father an economics professor - mother Danish - tall and skinny.

4. What was it about her childhood that she found difficult at the time but later  realised had helped her to get where she wanted? She was a 

loner / different and therefore had to rely on her imagination.

Best of Times - Worst of Times
WORD FORMATION

	VERB
	NOUN
	ADJECTIVES

	to terrify
	terror / terrorist / terrorism
	terrifying / -fied

	to beautify
	beauty
	beautiful

	to enjoy
	enjoyment
	enjoyable

	to amaze
	amazement
	amazing

	to understand
	understanding
	understandable 

/-ing

	to polish
	polish
	polished

	to admire
	admiration
	admirable

	to isolate
	isolation
	isolated

	to expect
	expectation
	expectant

	to wonder
	wonder
	wonderful

	to encourage
	encouragement / courage 
	encouraging

	to compliment
	compliment
	complimentary

	to localise
	location
	local

	to congratulate
	congratulation
	congratulatory

	to imagine
	imagination / image
	imaginative / imaginary

	to tease
	tease / teaser
	teasing

	to curve
	curve
	curvy

	to fight
	fight / fighter
	fighting

	to perceive
	perception
	perceptive

	to pride
	pride
	proud


Can a Marriage Survive

1. Correct word in bold.
1. If marriage is a gamble, as Imran Khan’s father said when his son married Jemima Goldsmith nine years ago, it is one which / who the couple has lost. While Jemima is thought to be at the Goldsmith family home in Spain, her former husband has gone to a mountain retreat in Pakistan to reflect / think on the failure of one of the most high-profile union / unions of the last decade.

2. When they met, the 21-year-old / 21-years-old Jemima and the cricket superstar who was twice her age, may not have looked / seemed to have much in common / together. For her previous birthday her billionaire father Sir James Goldsmith had flown Jemima and 100 friends to Paris for a party, at / for an estimated cost of £250,000 / 250.000. Although / However studying English at Bristol University, Jemima was a fixture on the Chelsea party circuit, where her escorts included the chocolate heir / heritage Joel Cadbury, who she once dumped on the M25 after an in-car argument.

3.  Imran may have had a reputation as a playboy but he was now serious about his Islam / Muslim faith. He was developing a political career in Pakistan and was scathing about the shallowness of Western life.

4. While Imran and Jemima had the disadvantage of coming from hugely different backgrounds, the cultural gulf / river was bridged by privilege – Imran knew Jemima’s world very well. His former girlfriends included Susannah Constantine, now famous as part of the makeover dual / duo Trinny and Susannah, but then best known for having stepped out with Viscount Linley; and Marie Helvin, who said of him, “no man looks like Imran”.

5. The Oxford-educated captain / leader of the Pakistan cricket team was older, but in London he mixed in the same social set as the woman which / who was to become his wife. As his biographer puts it: “He seemed completely successful at straddling east and west.”

6. Jemima was equally eager to embrace the customs and religion of her new husband, changing / converting to Islam and taking the name Haiqa. When she and Imran moved to Pakistan, the sudden chances / changes in her appearance and lifestyle shocked many, but the new bride was insistent that she was content living a simpler life and swapping designer dresses for the shalwas kameez.

7. Nevertheless, there were rumours that she was unhappy. Conditions at their home in Lahore were reportedly somewhat different to those Jemima was used to. They occupied three rooms in her father’s-in-law / father-in-law’s house, as opposed to the vast Goldsmith estates in France, Mexico and Spain; appealing / peeling wallpaper, stained / strained carpets and irregular water and electricity contrasted poorly with the splendours of her family’s London residence. Imran spent his time raising funds for the cancer hospital he built in memorial / memory of his mother, and fighting, mostly unsuccessfully, for his political party. He appeared unsympathetic to how his wife was coping with her new life. “Struggle is good for you,” he said. “Life / The life has been very easy for Jemima. Maybe I’m a godsend to make her struggle.”

8. Later Jemima issued a statement to the Pakistani press explaining why she had moved back to England with her sons, who / whose Muslim upbringing she is now determined should be complemented by a western education. “I am currently studying for a Masters degree at the School of Oriental and African Studies in London. It is certainly not true to say / tell that Imran and I are having difficulties in our marriage. This is a temperamental / temporary arrangement and Inshallah (God willing) I will be moving back to Pakistan once my studies are / study is finished.”

9. Those rumours were fuelled when she was spotted out in the company  / escort of Hugh Grant. “Pictures of Jemima appearing with other men were not seen kindly / nice by Imran’s political opponents,” says a friend of Imran, “and he has been taken to task, even though she may have been out with those men in a purely platonic way.” It was noted that, while Hugh Grant attended Jemima’s birthday party, Imran did not. A little later, Imran and Jemima went to Spain for a holiday, but then, last week they announced / declared their separation. There have been suggestions that this was more Jemima’s decision, although Imran’s denial / refusal to compromise may have contributed.

10. He is said to have become increasingly conservative about the role of woman / women, and Jemima, who has a determination of her own, may no longer have been willing to be as dutiful a wife as was wished. She made considerable sacrifices for the sake / shake of her marriage – although Imran is often thought to come from the Pakistani over / upper class, his background is relatively modest, and as he was too proud to accept financial help from the Goldsmiths, money was in little / short supply in Lahore. It may have been his unwillingness to do / make sacrifices in return that has led / lead to this gamble not coming off.

2.  Age, class, culture. The text emphasises culture.
Secret Britain: What you won’t find in the guidebooks

1. In 1864, two American brothers scared the living daylights out of Britain. Before their arrival here, Ira and William Davenport had turned mediumship into a lively stage show, in which guns were fired, billiard balls rolled and trumpets played by the “departed”. So, at the British séance they held before touring the country – on October 11, 1864, at 326 Regent Street in London, the home of the actor and playwright Dion Boucicault – the atmosphere was electric. It was the equivalent of  a warm-up concert by a big rock group.

2. A couple of dozen worthies from the armed forces, the government and the church filed into the drawing room. The furniture had been replaced by guitars, bells, trumpets and tambourines. The Davenports were searched, then they entered a cabinet with their hands tied behind their backs. Candles were blown out. True to form, the instruments soon blared. The throng gasped as detached hands were seen. Then the brothers sat among the guests in the dark. Again, music played, and a light was seen flying up to a chandelier. Several sitters claimed that they had been touched by hands.

3. The brothers then went on tour, filling theatres with ghostly music, flying coats and spirit voices. In some cities, including Hull and Leeds, they attracted aggression and accusations of fraud. But within a couple of decades, the cult of spiritualism had attracted thousands of adherents. Sadly, Boucicault’s house has now itself passed on: it has been replaced by an office block called Albany House.

Young New Puritans

	Verb
	Noun
	Adjective

	to think
	thought
	thoughtful

	to ban
	ban
	banned

	to impregnate
	pregnancy
	pregnant

	to restrict
	restriction
	restrictive / restricted

	to act / to activate
	activity
	active

	to sweeten
	sweets
	sweet

	to reveal
	revelation
	revealing

	to believe 
	belief /believer
	believable

	to hospitalise 
	hospital
	X

	to punish
	punishment
	punishable

	to caution
	caution
	cautious

	to found
	foundation

founder
	X 

	X 
	anxiety
	anxious

	to accept
	acceptance
	acceptable

	to escape
	escapism

escapist
	X 

	to lobby
	lobbyist
	X 

	X 
	environment
	environmental

	to attract
	attraction
	attractive

	to choose
	choice
	choosy / choice

	to prefer
	preference
	preferable

	X 
	psychologist

- psychology
	psychological

	X 
	psychotherapy

- psychotherapist
	psychotherapeutic

	to endanger
	danger
	dangerous


Young New Puritans

4.

	
	Part of 

speech
	Antonym

	vice
	n.
	virtue

	activity
	n.
	inactivity

	holiday
	n.
	work

	assault
	n.
	protection

	to forbid
	v.
	to permit

	public
	adj.
	private

	to accept
	v.
	to decline / reject

	strict
	adj.
	lax

	beauty
	n.
	ugliness

	to harm
	v.
	to protect

	dangerous
	adj.
	safe


Oxford to turn away child prodigies 

1 c, 2 b, 3 d, 4 a, 5 d, 6 c, 7 c

Fixing School Lunches

3.

a. Icelandic: 125.000.000 – English: 125,000,000
b. 3 billion – Europe/Britain: 3,000,000,000,000 USA:3,000,000,000

True / False

​​​_____ 
Collazo cooks for all NYC publics schools F

_____ 
It is relative new in these schools to have chicken that is not either 



breaded or covered in a glaze. T

_____
Collazo is important to food manufacturers because he decides 



what the public schools buy. T

_____
Well trained and equipped kitchen staff have made the food 



revolution possible. F

_____
More school children are diabetic now than before. T

_____
In the USA it is forbidden to advertise fast food for school children.F

_____
Jamie Oliver’s work has strongly influenced food served in British 



schools. T

_____
Jamie Oliver says that the Americans should be able to improve 



food in schools. T

_____
Lynn Walters and friends found it easy to change school food once they had taught the children to eat better food. F
_____
Schools everywhere in the USA have refused to allow vending machines with healthy food. F.
_____
Doritos are banned in Las Vegas schools. F
Polar Bears Drown As Ice Shelf Melts

	Verb
	Nouns

	
	abstract                       persons

	to walk
	walk
	walker

	to swim
	swim
	swimmer

	to explore
	exploration
	explorer

	to research
	research
	researcher

	X
	biology
	biologist

	to lead
	lead
	leader

	X
	ecology
	ecologist

	to hunt
	hunt
	hunter

	to travel
	travel
	traveller (UK) 

traveler (US) 


2. Voyages (paragraph 2) and journeys (paragraph 3)

a.  Same meaning? – Not always. Notice sea journeys.

b. Can one always been used for the other? - No, journeys  general voyages about sea.

c. Do you know other words that have a similar meaning? Trip, travel, hike, etc.

3. t is the difference between 

a. research (paragraph 2)  - scientific studies

b. and explore (paragraph 17) -  travel through an area in order to study it.

c.  field research (paragraph 9) - Academic studies done not in a classroom or a lab, but on location

4. Region (paragraph 9) and area (paragraph 11): do these words have the same meaning? Are they always interchangeable? - Yes.

5. Bear carcases are mentioned in paragraph 4. 

a. What word do you use about people?  - corpse, dead body

b. Mortalities (paragraph 6) is used about polar bears. Would you also use that word about people – Yes.

c. What does it mean (English)? – number of deaths in a given period of time.

6. We talk about the Beaufort Sea (paragraph 14) but the Atlantic Ocean. When do we use sea and when ocean in place names? 

a. The Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Arctic, and Antarctic Ocean 

b. The Black, White, Baltic Sea, and all others – usually smaller, surrounded by land.

7. What is the meaning of marine in marine ecologist (paragraph 6) and marine mammals (paragraph 7)? – relating to the sea or ocean.

8. How do you pronounce site (paragraph 7)? Is it the same pronunciation as in sight?  - Yes.

a. Words that are pronounced the same, but have different meanings and spelling are called homophones. Do you know any other words like this? sea – see; tea – tee; not – knot, etc.

9. Explain in English:

a. ice floes (paragraph 2) – sheets of floating ice

b. pack ice (paragraph 6)  - large mass of floating ice made up of smaller pieces frozen together

c. ice cap (paragraph 12) – permanent ice

d. ice habitat (paragraph 17) – ice as the natural environment of the animal.

10. Antonyms:

a. to melt (paragraph 1)  to freeze
b. to recede (paragraph 12) to advance
c. to retreat (paragraph 15) to advance – Not always synonyms. 

11. Finally: what are amphibious sledges (paragraph 18)? Sledges that can also be used as boats.

Germ of an idea for start-ups
1. landed property usually with a large house on it – estate - húseign
2. one who organizes, manages, and assumes the risks of a business or enterprise – entrepreneur – atvinnurekandi, frumkvöðull
3. a fledgling business enterprise - start-up business - sprotafyrirtæki
4. society or organisation for helping the needy – charity - góðgerðarfélag
5. socially or economically deprived; lacking money or social status – disadvantaged – þeir sem minna mega sín
6. housing -  premises - húsnæði
7. owner of a property who rents it to others – landlord - leigusali
8. money given as a pledge or down payment – deposit - innborgun
9. capital actively turned over in or available for use in a business activity - working capital - veltufé
10. an individual / firm / society that invests in a new business, especially a risky one - angel investor - hjálparhella
11. The opposite of renting from - let to – leigja út
12. give money to help a business – subsidise - styrkja
13. sum that is normally paid for renting a house at any given time - market rent – markaðsleiga
14. owed money that is hard to get paid back or pay back - bad debt - vanskilaskuldir
15. individual/firm/society that helps a business develop - business incubator – viðskiptafóstra?
16. fashionable jewellery made of cheap material - custom jewellery – ódýrir tískuskartgripir
17. people who do not work full time - part-time staff – þeir sem vinna hlutastörf
18. the amount of business done – turnover - velta
19. a small often open-air structure for a small retail business – stand - sölubás
20. fair or market where goods are shown and sold - trade show - vörusýning; -markaður
21. someone who sells directly to the general public – retailer - smásali
22. an individual / firm / society that gives financial support  – backer - bakhjarl
23. net income for a given period of time – profit - hagnaður
24. earning income directly from one's own business - self-employed – stjálfstætt starfandi; einyrki
The Mild Ones

1. PLAY ON WORDS:

a. The bikers used to be – or were considered – wild. Cf. The Wild One (1953), starring Marlon Brando.

b. With age, they are turning mild.
2. EXPLANATIONS

a. try to look like tough guys, like outlaws in films

b. to dull the pain of rheumatism 

c. a religious service organised for bikers

d. old people don’t have to pay as much

e. they don’t look like the typical biker’s doll any more; they don’t fit that image any more

f. mechanism inserted into the ear for the wearer to hear better

3. FIND WORDS / PHRASES THAT MEAN

a. to limp

b. excessive

c. brawling

d. thuggish

e. to deprive

f. achy

g. to hawk

h. memorabilia

i.  to proliferate

j. chapter

k. commodity

l. transgression

m. pillager

n. conventional

o. anachronism

p. primarily

r. ruckus

s. tumultuous

Evolution of a Scientist 

1. c, 2. a, 3. c, 4. c, 5. a, 6. b, 7. c, 8. d. 9. d, 10. b, 11. c, 12. a, 13. c, 14. b, 15. e

Music Festivals
David Bowie, singer, Glastonbury, 1971; 

Jade Jagger, designer, Notting Hill Carnival; 

Ken Livingstone, Mayor of London, GLC Jobs for a Change Festival, 1984; Suzanne Vega, singer, Isle of Wight, 2004; 

Annie Nightingale, Radio 1 presenter, Woodstock, 1994; 

Polly Toynbee, columnist, Isle of Wight, 1969; 

A Life in the Day

1. It is a play on words: one day is supposed to show how her life is in general.

2-5  Born Phyllis Dorothy James in 1920, the 85-year-old crime writer published her first book in 1962. Awarded the OBE in 1983 and made a baroness in 1991, she has two daughters, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. She lives in Holland Park, west London. Her 17th novel, The Lighthouse, was published in 2005.

6. Mostly used in biology about two organisms or species that live close

    together and depend on each other for survival.

7. See websites.

An Academic
1+1, 2+4, 3+12, 4+5, 5+16, 6+13, 7+2, 8+15, 9+18, 10+9, 11+14, 12+8, 13+3, 14+17, 15+11, 16+10, 17+7, 18+6

John Carey is 71 years old.
Brothers in Arms

(The correct word is in bold.)

1. On the morning of December 26 2004, Jake and Aleksis Zarins were laying/lying in their beds at the Rock House hotel in Unawatuna, Sri Lanka, nourishing/nursing heavy post-Christmas hangovers. For the past month/mouth the English brothers had been longing/lounging around the palm-lined village on the country’s southwest coast/cost. At 9:25 a.m. the Indian Ocean tsunami hit the tropical retreat, and that long holiday came to an abrupt end. “I heard/herd a loud rumbling outside the hotel,” Jake remembers. “I looked out of my window and their/there was water as far as I could see.” He woke Aleksis, which/who was stunned by the devastation: “There was rubble anywhere/everywhere. Buildings that were there the night before weren’t standing anymore.”

2. The tsunami left 300,000/300.000 people dead across Asia, including at last/least 60 in Unawatuna, and turned hundreds of ordinary holidaymakers into heroes. Jake, then a 27-years-old/27-year-old aquarium designer, and Aleksis, a 25-year-old/25-years-old festival stage builder, were just to/two of them. On the day of the disaster, the brothers waded through the wrecked streets of Unawatuna with other hotel residence/residents, helping wherever they could. They built stretchers from bed frames and sun loungers and hauled the injured up to Rock House, which/who sits 10 meters above Unawatuna Bay/Buy. At night they comforted the wounded and commiserated/commercialised with the traumatised, passing around bottles of duty free/duty-free whiskey salvaged from the ruins. “I’m very proud of the way we reacted,” says Jake. “But we were lucky to have a lot of people with us who was/were willing to help. It was a real team effort.”

3. On December 28, the brothers were evacuated to the country’s largest city, Colombo. “I was glad to get the heel/hell out of there,” says Aleksis. “But I felt guilty leaving my Sri Lankan friends.” When they arrived back in Britain, the brothers, together with other Rock House survivors, formed a charity to help rebuild the wrecked resort: the Friends of Unawatuna. Within a month, the group had raised $36,000. Jake quit his London job/work in February and moved to Sri Lanka to work full time for the Friends of Unawatuna and another relief/relieve group. 
4. Eight months later, the Friends of Unawatuna had collected $360,000 and carried out doses/dozens of essential projects. Rubble had been removed from the resort’s golden beach so that the tourist/tourists industry could get back to normal, a village school was refurbished and grants handed over to local businesses affected/effected by the tsunami. “What happened on December 26 was awful,” says Aleksis. “But a lot of good has come out of the disaster as well.”

Eating Disorder

1.It is written by a man: James Brown; 

2. ignorance, chief, diet, point, dietary, chips, justified, fattening, fix, 

    confused, definition, sense, strikes

Far-Out Man

1. c

2. b

3. b

4. d

5. a

6. e

7. e

8. e

9. e

10. g

The Viking Vacation

Mistakes in italics, corrections in bold.

It took the skins of 113 sheep calves to record “Flateyjarbok,” the thickest of Iceland’s ancient sagas. The 11th 14th-century manuscript and scores of others like it tell the stories of the ancient Norse culture in the barren landscape better than any history book could. These tales feature blood feuds, Viking excess, lost love, heroism and brutal killings. Taken together, the sagas provide a stunning history, sprinkled with mythology, of a nation that began in the 700s 900s when Norwegian Vikings arrived with slaves from Denmark the British Isles. Since the Icelandic language hasn’t changed much, it is possible for schoolchildren to read the sagas today.


Now tourists can enjoy them firsthand, too. Taking one of the many “saga tours”, through companies such as Isafold Travel, it’s not hard to get into the mythical, pagan spirit – especially as you drive through some of the world’s most stunning scenery. The craggy coast of southern western Iceland, with its beautiful fjords and bays teaming with islands, is the setting for “the Saga of the People of Vatnsdalur Laxardalur” tour. In this ancient tale, a man leaves the woman he loves and sets out for Norway with his best friend, promising to return in four three years. But his friend returns alone and informs the woman that her fiancé has stayed behind and married someone else. When the hero returns, the betrayer slays him, sparking a blood feud, revenge and agony for everyone involved – except those lucky enough to visit the scene of the crime centuries later.


The tour visits the small island verdant valley where the heroine grew up, stopping at the moss-covered hills near her farm where magic elves are said to reside. Then it’s on to the site where her returning lover was trapped in his farm and burnt alive with his whole family. ambushed by those lying in wait for him. At the nearby seashore lies the grave of the heroine’s grandfather grandmother and the rock at which she prayed for the nice ending that never came. Too depressing? Don’t worry; at night the tour returns to hot springs a few feet from the heroine’s birthplace.


On the tours of “Leif’s Eriks Saga” and the Saga of the “Graenlendingar,” travelers visit a replica of the farm of the famed and feared Leif the Lucky Erik the Red. Exiled to Iceland for manslaughter – and then kicked out after killing again – the notorious Viking with the bad temper discovered Greenland. His son Erik the Red Leif (the Lucky) Eriksson is said to have discovered America, before being driven out by angry African Americans Native Americans. It’s all in the sagas. But you don’t have to read them. Sitting in the dark as guides invoke images of the feared Viking, tourists examine thrcoarse garments of the time,  beautifully knit sweaters tied with rope belts. The men try on Viking helmets and armor and wave ancient swords. For dinner? Roast mutton leg, cooked over an open fire. No silverware, of course; after all, the Vikings didn’t use any. Visitors can also explore the excavation site of the Vikings’ real farm, a few hundred meters away.


The tales are gripping and there’s plenty to learn about this strange country on top of the world, where Aurora the Beautiful Borealis dances in the sky. But tour operators are careful not to lose sight of what really makes a successful trip: ”The key is relaxation,” says the guide of Isafold Travel. “Good food and hot springs, and we never hurry.” Indeed, the sagas make it feel as if time is practically standing still.

Title and Text

1 Rowers head for record; 

2. Ringo’s old home reprieved; 

3. £4m jackpot goes to charity; 

4. It’s stampede time; 

5. Wash’n’tan; 

6. Berlin; 

7. Jerusalem; 

8. Banana Guard; 

9. It’s the Winnie bus; 

10. Slalom in Style; 

11. Stone Chic; 

12. Cheap Movies; 

13. Clean Machine

Into the Woods

 1 c, 2 b, 3 c, 4 a, 5 b, 6 d, 7 a, 8 c, 9 a, 10 d.

IT’S CHRISTMAS – BUT NOT AS WE KNOW IT

1.

a. children go from door to door and spank grown-ups SLOVENIA
b. by making decorations out of radishes OAXACA IN MEXICO
c. sending an old man down the chimney into children’s rooms USA
d. shooting into the air  CROATIA
e. wrapping a wooden cross in basil to keep goblins away GREECE
f. playing a huge horn NORTH-EAST HOLLAND
g. ringing bells for about 36 hours IN SOME CHANNEL ISLANDS
h. carrying a tree from door to door, singing and asking for money YORKSHIRE
i. getting together by the thousands to sing SIDNEY
j. eating rotten birds GREENLAND
k. eating cod and porridge NORWAY
l. eating carp THE CZECH REPUBLIC
m. eating fried cakes and hot chocolate PORTUGAL
n. eating a grape at each strike of the bell at midnight SPAIN, PORTUGAL& LATIN AMERICA
o. eating gnome-shaped biscuits GERMANY
p. lightening a candle for every absent or dead family member LITHUANIA
q. killing a wren and selling its feathers IRELAND
r. hanging out containers of grain for birds NORWAY
s. giving Chistmas presents twice HOLLAND
t. giving parking spaces as Christmas presents  JAKARTA
u. decorations of lanterns and trees of light CHINA
2. Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day (UK)

Marry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

3. See website.

4. Happy Holidays.

